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This decision was, however, reversed by the High Court within the
next few months. With Government repression, Tilak's popularity
increased. He received ovations and purses wherever he went. On
his sixty-first birthday, on July 23, he was honoured by the whole
nation. A purse of one lakh rupees given by the people was accepted
by him "in trust to spend it in a constitutional way for national
work after adding my own quota to it". He said that "the memories
of storm and suffering rather than those of comparative happiness
rise before my mind's eye."
In the middle of the year the Congress and the League were busy
in framing a joint scheme of constitutional reform. It aimed at rapid
and complete subordination of executive authority to elected ele-
ments in the council. Discussions were held at Allahabad in April at
the residence of Motilal Nehru, a member of the committee. The
proposals tentatively drawn up at Allahabad were considered in
Calcutta at a joint meeting of the A.-I.C.C. and the Council of the
Muslim League, and a Hindu-Muslim settlement was reached.
In October a provincial conference was held under the chairman-
ship of Jinnah at Ahmedabad to support the constitutional reforms
suggested by the Congress and the League. Tilak, who attended the
conference and received a warm reception, supported the main
resolution. Gandhi moved a resolution demanding safeguards in
relation to the Defence of India Act. The Government publication,
Moral and Material Progress and Condition of India, said:
"The question of Hindu-Muslim relations is one of imperial
interest, but it has a special local interest for the Presidency
of Bombay, as it was when the Indian National Congress and the
Muslim League met in Bombay in December 1915 that the Hindu-
Muslim entente first began to take shape; it was greatly strengthened
by the Provincial Conference held at Ahmedabad in October
1916, where Mr. M. A. Jinnah, at that time president elect of the
ensuing meeting of the Muslim League, presided over a conference of
the Hindu Congress party which had been hitherto exclusively
Hindu. The Ahmedabad conference was of considerable import-
ance as being the first regular Congress gathering In which the
extremist Hindu politicians had taken part since they seceded from
the Congress when it broke up in disorder at Surat in December 1907.
The year, in short, witnessed a coalition of the leading political
parlies which aim at a greater measure of self-government and a very